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A  NEW  FOREIGN  POLICY  URGED  IN  CONGRESS 


Several  recent  discussions  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  and  the 
House  have  questioned  the  adequacy  of  the  present  United 
States  foreign  policy  and  offered  constructive  criticism. 

Humphrey  Calls  For 
Major  Change  in  Disarmament  Policy 

In  a  major  address  on  February  4,  Senator  Hubert  H.  Hum¬ 
phrey  of  Minnesota,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Subcommittee  on 
Disarmament,  touched  off  a  four-hour  debate  on  the  Senate 
floor  in  which  a  number  of  Senators  offered  suggestions  on 
ways  to  ease  tensions  and  halt  the  arms  race. 

Senator  Humphrey  made  a  number  of  major  points: 

•  The  United  States  should  split  up  its  9-point  “package” 
proposal  and  negotiate  for  an  agreement  on  some  of  its 

various  points  separately. 

I  Two  areas  should  be  given  special  emphasis:  1)  suspen¬ 
sion  of  nuclear  weapons  tests  provided  an  adequate  inspec¬ 
tion  and  detection  system  can  be  installed  in  all  testing  countries 
and  close  to  all  possible  test  sites;  2)  cessation  of  production 
of  flssionable  material  for  weapons  purposes  under  an  adequate 
inspection  system.  Appointment  of  special  study  groups  of 
experts  to  work  on  the  inspection  problem  was  urged. 

•  The  need  to  reach  political  settlements  while  moving  toward 
disarmament  requires  a  change  of  United  States  policy  in 

the  Middle  East,  Europe,  Asia  and  Latin  America.  In  the 
Middle  East  the  United  States  should  support  an  embargo  on 
arms  shipments  from  any  source  not  under  United  Nations 
auspices,  strengthen  the  United  Nations  Emergency  Force,  seek 
agreement  on  a  pilot  project  “open  skies”  aerial  and  ground 
inspection  system,  support  establishment  of  a  United  Nations 
Good  Offices  Commission  to  promote  negotiation  and  mediation 
of  disputes,  and  undertake  long-range  regional  economic  de¬ 
velopment  programs  related  to  the  United  Nations. 

In  Europe  the  present  policy  of  arming  allies  with  the  latest 
missiles  is  “weak  and  inadequate”  and  NATO  political  and 
military  advisors  ought  to  formulate  alternative  policies  which 
recognize  the  possible  change  of  political  leadership  of  United 
States  military  allies  and  the  powerful  forces  urging  a  with¬ 
drawal  of  allied  and  Soviet  troops  from  Central  and  Eastern 
Europe. 

In  Korea  troops  and  equipment  should  be  limited  under  an 
adequate  inspection  system.  China  policy  needs  a  “thorough 
re-examination”  since  no  thinking  person  could  envisage  an 


overall  disarmament  agreement  with  Communist  China  ex¬ 
cluded.  In  Latin  America  the  existence  of  highly  developed 
machinery  to  settle  inter-American  disputes  by  peaceful  means 
makes  it  possible  to  reduce  arms  and  raise  living  standards. 

On  January  31  Senator  Humphrey  placed  in  the  Congressional 
Record  an  address  by  Ambassador  Gonzalo  J.  Facio  of  Costa 
Rica  telling  of  his  nation’s  continued,  successful  existence  since 
it  abolished  its  army  in  1949.  It  relies  on  the  Organization 
of  American  States  and  the  Inter-American  Treaty  of  Reciprocal 
Assistance  of  1947. 

Seventeen  other  members  of  the  Senate  participated  in  this 
significant  debate.  A  Congressional  Record  reprint  of  the 
entire  discussion  will  he  sent  soon  to  those  who  receive  FCNL 
ACTION  bulletins  on  Disarmament.  Others  may  obtain  copies 
on  request  from  the  FCNL  office;  price,  LSc  each. 

Mansfield  Urges  '“Positions  of  Peace” 

A  week  later,  on  February  10,  Senator  Mike  Mansfield  of 
Montana  took  the  floor  in  an  important  but  little  noticed 
speech  to  challenge  sharply  the  concept  of  relying  largely  on 
military  strength.  He  proposed  a  positive  concept — “positions 
of  peace.”  As  a  minimum  beginning  he  suggested  “extension 
of  the  International  Geophysical  Year,  in  which  both  the  Soviet 
nations  and  ourselves  are  participating,  into  a  decade  of  world¬ 
wide  scientific  cooperation,”  with  men  and  women  of  many 
nations  working  together  “in  the  same  laboratories,  on  the 
same  proving  grounds,  and  on  the  same  scientific  devices.” 

Senator  Mansfield  noted  that  in  post  World  War  11  years  the 
Congress  had  appropriated  funds  approaching  S500  billion  in 
the  arms  race  with  the  Soviet  Union.  Yet  “the  truth  is  that 
both  countries  in  the  search  for  situations  of  power  and  strength 
have  ended  in  situations  of  profound  weakness.” 

House  Members  Demand  New  Approach 

On  January  27,  18  House  members  engaged  in  a  discussion 
touching  on  many  pha.ses  of  foreign  policy,  including  George 
Kennan’s  disengagement  proposal,  summit  conferences,  the 
need  to  de-emphasize  military  aid.  increase  technical  assistance, 
and  develop  a  new  Middle  Eastern  policy.  Congressmen  stressed 
the  imperative  need  to  find  peace  in  a  world  where  nuclear 
war  could  end  civilization.  Among  those  making  major  state¬ 
ments  were  Henry  S.  Reuss,  Wis. ;  James  Roosevelt,  (]alif. ; 
George  S.  McGovern,  S.  D.;  Stewart  L.  Udall,  Ariz.;  John  A. 
Blatnik,  Minn.;  Thomas  L.  Ashley,  Ohio;  and  Frank  Thomp¬ 
son,  N.  J. 
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Stassen  Resijrns 

In  a  related  development.  Harold  E.  Stassen  resigned  as  Special 
Presidential  Advisor  on  Disarmament  on  February  IS,  to  enter 
the  race  for  Governor  of  Pennsylvania.  In  a  speech  at  the 
Vniversity  of  Minnesota  on  February  18  Robert  E.  Matteson, 
director  of  the  White  House  Disarmament  Staff  and  right  hand 
man  to  Harold  Stassen  for  ten  years,  analyzed  the  present 
differences  of  opinion  on  American  foreign  policy.  He  sees  it. 
in  the  main,  as  a  struggle  between  two  opposing  viewpoints — 
those  who  favor  “relaxation  of  tensions,”  the  view  held  by 
Hai'old  Stassen  and  others,  and  those  who  favor  “increased 
pressure”  on  the  Soviet  bloc,  a  view  which  has  often  been 
identified  with  Secretary  of  State  John  Foster  Dulles. 

.Senator  Humphrey  in  his  February  4  speech  said  it  is  estimated 
that  over  75,0(K)  persons  are  engaged  in  perfecting  the  Atlas 
ICRM.  Yet  as  he  spoke  Mr.  Stassen  had  a  staff  of  only  40  which 
was  being  halved,  while  the  small  State  Department  efforts  did 
not  appear  to  have  been  augmented.  The  Defense  Department 
has  “one  or  two”  persons  working  on  arms  control. 

UNITED  STATES-SOVIET  EXCHANGE 
APPROVED 

On  January  27,  United  States  Ambassador  William  S.  H.  Eacy 
and  former  Soviet  Ambassador  Georgi  N.  Zaroubin  signed  an 


agreement  which  provides  for  exchanges  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union: 

•  in  such  media  as  radio,  television  and  movies, 

•  in  the  cultural,  technical,  and  educational  fields,  during 
the  next  two  years,  including  exchanges  of  graduate  stu¬ 
dents,  university  professors,  scientists,  athletes,  entertainers  and 
artists. 

The  agreement  climaxed  three  months  of  hard  negotiation  be¬ 
tween  Ambassadors  Lacy  and  Zaroubin.  The  agreement  is  a 
positive  and  significant  achievement  culminating  an  effort  set 
in  motion  at  the  Summit  Conference  in  Geneva  in  the  summer 
of  1955  when  President  Eisenhower  urged  exchanges  between 
the  two  countries. 

f’CNL  readers  may  recall  that  prior  to  the  1955  Summit  Con¬ 
ference  one  Senator  and  10  Congressmen  wrote  to  President 
Eisenhower  urging  that  exchange  of  persons  programs  be  placed 
on  the  agenda  of  the  Conference,  after  talking  with  an  I'CM. 
staff  member. 

Senator  Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  who  has  supported  an  exchange 
between  the  Soviet  Lnion  and  the  United  States,  called  the 
agreement  “an  essential  first  step — the  beginning  of  the  be¬ 
ginning.  And  as  such  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  events 
in  many  years.” 


Should  the  United  States  proposal  to  end  nuclear  weapons  tests 
he  tied  to  a  9-point  disarmament  "package"? 


YES,  says  the  Administration.  In  a  cablegram  to  Prime 
Minister  Nehru  in  December  President  Eisenhower  said: 

“I  am  convinced  that  a  cessation  of  nuclear  weapons  tests, 
if  it  is  to  alleviate  rather  than  merely  to  conceal  the  threat 
of  nuclear  war.  should  be  undertaken  as  a  part  of  a  mean¬ 
ingful  program  to  reduce  that  threat. 

“We  are  prepared  to  stop  nuclear  tests  immediately  in  this 
context.  However.  I  do  not  believe  that  we  can  accept  a 
proposal  to  stop  nuclear  experiments  as  an  isolated  step, 
unaccompanied  by  any  assurances  that  other  measures — 
which  would  go  to  the  heart  of  the  problem — would  follow. 
We  are  at  a  stage  when  testing  is  required  particularly  for 
the  development  of  important  defensive  uses  of  these  weap¬ 
ons.  To  stop  these  tests  at  this  time  in  the  absence  of  knowl¬ 
edge  that  we  can  go  on  and  achieve  effective  limitations  on 
nuclear  weajions  production  and  on  other  elements  of  armed 
strength,  as  well  as  a  measure  of  assurance  against  surprise 
attack,  is  a  sacrifice  which  we  could  not  in  prudence  accept. 
To  do  .so  could  increase  rathf*r  than  diminish  the  threat  of 
aggressions  and  war.” 


NO,  says  Senator  Humphrey,  on  the  Senate  floor  on  Feb. 
ruary  4: 

“I  agree  with  the  President  that  a  cut-off  in  the  production 
of  fissionable  material  for  weapons  purposes  constitutes  the 
heart  of  the  nuclear  weapons  problem.  But  the  testing  of 
weapons  is  not  insignificant.  A  suspension  of  tests  would 
retaid.  and  1  hope  prevent,  the  spread  of  the  production  of 
these  lethal  weapons  to  other  countries.  .  .  . 

“Freezing  nuclear  weapons  develojnnent  at  present  levels 
should  involve  no  threat  to  our  security,  since  we  have  been 
assured  that  we  are  ahead  of  the  I  .S.S.R.  in  this  aspect  of 
weapons  technologv.  .  .  .  [Yet]  we  must  be  willing  to  nego¬ 
tiate  on  these  weapons  items  even  in  some  instances  where 
we  may  not  have  conclusive  or  decisive  advantages.  .  .  . 

“For  an  international  agency  to  gain  access  to  the  Soviet 
Union  for  purposes  of  inspection  of  the  cessation  of  nuclear 
weapons  testing,  [as  the  Russians  have  proposed]  would  be 
a  spectacular  political  development  and  one  we  ought  to 
search  for  relentlessly.” 


In  a  speech  on  February  2  Ambassador  William  S.  B.  Lacy  described  how  the  successful  exchange  of  persons  agreement  had 
been  negotiated  with  the  Soviet  Union:  “We  opened  our  side  of  the  negotiations  with  a  very  simple,  limited  proposal,  the 
proposal  for  radio  and  television  exchanges.  At  that  time  voices  were  raised  to  say  we  were  not  proposing  enough.  But  with 
patience  and  effort,  and  with  continuous  negotiations,  an  agreement  was  hammered  out  to  cover  that  point  and  a  great  many 
others  as  well.” 


“The  Inside  Story”  is  an  innovation  in  the  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  after  fifteen  years  of  puhlication. 
The  content  will  he  divided  into  three  parts;  (1)  Several  short  news  items,  (2)  A  brief  story  about  work  done 
on  a  particular  issue  in  Washington,  and  (3)  An  editorial  making  some  interpretive  judgments  about  legisla¬ 
tive  issues.  “The  Inside  Story”  will  he  inserted  on  an  experimental  basis  in  two  issues  of  the  NEWSLETTER 
during  this  Congressional  session.  Please  send  us  your  comments.  Continuation  will  depend  on  reader  interest. 
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tiveness  in  working  for  social  progress.  Attendance  is  limited 
to  .too  persons,  some  of  whom  come  from  California  l)ut  the 
majority  are  residents  of  the  Eastern  half  of  the  United  States. 

This  year  the  group  was  briefed,  as  usual,  by  various  Depart¬ 
mental  and  Legislative  officials.  In  addition,  the  Rev.  Jerald 
C  Brauer.  Dean,  Federated  Theological  Faculty,  University  of 
Chicago,  spoke  on  “Religious  Motivation  for  Political  C.on- 
cern,”  Senator  Paul  H.  Douglas  on  “Ethical  Responsibilities  in 
Practical  Politics^’  and  Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Maxwell,  Executive 
Director,  Dejiartment  of  International  Affairs.  National  Council 
of  Churches  on  “The  Role  of  the  Church  in  Developing  Public 
Policy.” 

Resjionsibilities  connected  with  this  seminar  are  shared  by  the 
sponsors.  This  year  Wihner  A.  Cooper.  Administrative  Seere- 
tarv,  FCNL.  was  program  chairman. 

FROM  NUCLEAR  'XOLD  WAR^^  TOWARD 
PEACE 

In  the  last  few  months  iiewple  in  36  states  and  6  foreign 
countries  have  been  moved  to  answer  a  newspaper  advertise¬ 
ment  calling  for  an  end  to  nuclear  testing  and  pointing  out 
that  we  are  not-responding  to  the  threat  of  nuclear  annihilation 
in  a  moral  fashion.  “.  .  .  We  are  not  living  up  to  our  moral 
capacity.  .  .  ” 

This  advertisement  was  sponsored  by  the  National  Committee 
for  a  Sane  Nuclear  Policy  which  was  formed  last  vear  after 
Dr.  Albert  Schweitzer  and  others  challenged  humanity  to  con¬ 
cern  itself  with  the  problems  of  radioactive  fall-out  from 
nuclear  explosions.  The  Committee  is  seeking  to  inform  the 
American  people  on  this  issue  and  stimulate  “a  great  debate 
on  one  of  the  major  issues  of  our  time”.  Local  committees  have 
already  been  organized  in  more  than  U)  major  cities  and 
informal  groups  are  operating  in  at  least  .30  other  communities. 
f Continued  on  pa^e  iv.) 


WASHINGTON  DISARMAMENT 
INFORMATION  SERVICE  LAUNCHED 


YOUR  GOVERNMENT  AND  YOU 

Three  hundred  clergy  and  lay  leaders  met  in  Washington 
February  4-7  for  the  eleventh  annual  Churchmen’s  Washington 
Seminar,  “Your  Government  and  You.” 

This  four-day  seminar  is  sponsored  by  18  denominational 
agencies  in  cooperation  with  the  Washington  Office  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  Its  purpose  is  to  inform  religious 
leaders  about  Governmental  operations,  make  them  more  aware 
of  their  own  political  responsibilities  and  increase  their  eflec- 


The  growing  interest  in  some  constructive  answer  to  an  un¬ 
restricted  arms  race  is  indicated  by  the  formation  last  Decem¬ 
ber  of  the  Washington  Disarmament  Information  Service  as  an 
informal  clearing  house  for  discussion,  exchange  of  ideas  and 
recommendations  for  action.  Raymond  Wilson  was  named  co¬ 
ordinator  for  the  group  at  its  first  meeting. 

To  date  representatives  of  approximately  40  national  organi¬ 
zations  have  jiarticipated  in  the  meetings,  including  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  several  Protestant  denominational 
agencies,  the  Catholic  Association  for  International  Peace, 
B'nai  B'rith,  the  AFL-CIO,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  USA, 
the  National  Farmers  Union,  American  farm  Bureau  Fed¬ 
eration  and  others. 

Discussions  have  been  held  with  Governor  Harold  E.  Stassen, 
former  Presidential  Advisor  on  Disarmament;  Senator  Hubert 
H.  Humphrey;  retired  Brigadier  General  Hugh  B.  Hester  who 
made  a  12.000  mile  trip  in  the  Soviet  Union  last  summer; 
Marion  MeVitty,  Vice  President  of  L  nited  World  Federalists; 
Betty  Goetz.  Staff  Director,  Senate  Subcommittee  on  Disarma¬ 
ment;  and  Paul  H.  Nitze,  former  Director,  Policy  Planning 
Staff,  Department  of  State. 
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AGRICULTURAL  ABUNDANCE  AND  HUNGRY  PEOPLE 

''Lord,  when  saw  we  thee  hungry,  and  fed  thee?” 


The  suffering  of  hungry  people  throughout  the  world  is  a  matter 
of  continuing  concern  to  the  Friends  Committee  on  National 
Ix'gislation.  Coodwill,  though,  has  to  be  translated  into  appro¬ 
priate  legislation  if  relief  is  actually  to  reach  people. 

Over  the  last  ten  years  FCNL  has  joined  the  philanthropic 
organizations  of  the  American  Council  of  Voluntary  Agencies 
in  urging  Congress  to  authorize  the  distribution  of  surplus 
agricultural  commodities  to  needy  people  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  Committee  worked  for  passage  of  the  present  disposal  act — 
the  Agricultural  Trade  Development  and  Assistance  Act  of  1954 
(Public  Law  480 1 .  As  originally  passed,  P.L.  480  provided 
for  domestic  disposal,  for  the  use  of  $300  million  of  surplus 
commodities  for  foreign  relief,  and  the  sale  of  $7(K1  million  of 
agricultural  surpluses  for  foreign  currencies. 

According  to  the  Act.  foreign  relief  was  to  be  distributed  “to 
the  extent  practicable”  through  voluntarv  agencies,  such  as 
CAUL.  Church  World  Service,  American  Friends  Service  Com¬ 
mittee.  (latholic  Relief  Services,  the  Brethren  Service  Com¬ 
mission.  and  the  Jewish  Joint  Distribution  Committee. 

In  1056  FCNL  joined  with  representatives  of  Church  World 
Service,  the  Cixiperative  League  of  the  USA,  and  the  W^omen’s 
Internaticmal  l^eague  for  Peace  and  Freedom  in  proposing 
that  funds  for  disaster  relief  be  increased  to  $.500  million,  and 
that  provisions  for  ocean  freight  refunds  to  voluntary  agencies 
be  widened. 

Senators  Humphrey  and  Lehman  agreed  to  sponsor  the  amend¬ 
ment.  In  the  next  4  days,  FCNL  and  other  agencies  working 
on  this  measure  interviewed  33  Senators,  members  of  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee,  the  counsel  of  the  Agriculture  Depart¬ 
ment.  a  key  member  of  the  White  House  staff,  and  an  editor  of 
The  Washington  Post  and  Times  Herald.  Explanatory  material 
went  to  Senators.  The  amendment  was  adopted  and  then  the 
President  vetoed  the  entire  agricultural  bill.  Since  the  ground 
work  had  been  thoroughly  laid,  this  amendment  was  readily 
included  in  substitute  legislation. 


Last  year  Congress  authorized  the  expenditure  of  an  addi¬ 
tional  $300  million  for  foreign  relief  and  raised  the  limit  on 
government-financed  sales  of  farm  surplus  for  foreign  curren¬ 
cies  to  $4  billion. 


Extent  of  the  Program 

Domestic  Relief.  Needy  Americans,  who  have  first  priority 
under  the  di.sposal  program,  used  about 
.3  billion  pounds  of  surplus  food  products  July  1,  1951  to  June 
30,  1957.  Last  year,  about  a  tenth  of  the  people  in  the  nation 
received  some  of  these  supplies.  Goods  went  to  56,000  schools 
representing  more  than  12  million  children,  to  about  a  thousand 
institutions  feeding  approximately  one  million  needy  and 
indigent  persons,  to  3V*>  million  needy  persons  in  family  units, 
and  to  3.36,000  victims  of  natural  disasters. 

Foreign  Relief.  Since  1949  American  philanthropic  agen¬ 
cies  have  distributed  more  than  5  billion 
pounds  of  surplus  agricultural  commodities  to  86  countries 
from  Algeria  to  Vietnam.  These  agencies  have  shared  our 
country’s  bounty  with  more  than  60  million  of  our  fellowmen. 
including  10  million  refugees. 

Our  Government  has  encouraged  expansion  of  this  person-to- 
person  program  by  paying  ocean  freight  on  shipments  to  cer¬ 
tain  countries.  For  instance,  prior  to  enactment  of  the  first 
“ocean  freight”  provisions  in  1947.  on  which  the  FCNL  worked 
actively,  voluntary  agencies  were  frequently  unable  to  accept 
donations  for  distribution  abroad  because  they  could  not  pay 
transportation  charges.  Now  the  program  has  become  a  three- 
way  partnership.  The  American  people  provide  the  excess  agri¬ 
cultural  commodities,  processed  if  necessary,  and  shipped  to 
the  designated  countries;  the  voluntary  agency  raises  the  money 
for  supervisory  and  administrative  personnel;  and  the  country 
receiving  the  goods  provides  for  inland  freight,  distribution, 
insurance  and  other  charges. 
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In  addition  to  this  private  relief  program,  the  United  States 
extends  disaster  relief  on  a  government-to-government  basis. 
Under  this  program  the  United  States  has  fed  the  Hungarians 
who  fled  their  homeland  in  1956-57,  and  has  alleviated  distress 
caused  by  floods,  earthquakes  and  droughts  in  such  places  as 
Afghanistan,  Iran,  the  Danube  Basin  and  Ceylon. 

Sales  for  Foreign  Exchange.  The  United  States  has  signed 

agreements  totalling  $3.3  bil¬ 
lion  with  35  countries  under  the  sales  provisions  of  P.L.  480 
and  the  Mutual  Security  Act.  Under  these  provisions  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  may  sell  surplus  farm  products  for 
local  currencies  instead  of  dollars,  which  are  in  short  supply 
in  many  areas.  Among  the  countries  benefited  by  this  arrange¬ 
ment  are  India,  Japan,  Indonesia,  Pakistan,  South  Korea, 
Bgrma,  Israel,  Turkey,  Greece,  Egypt,  Iran,  Spain,  and  Yugo¬ 
slavia. 

About  half  of  the  local  currencies  paid  for  supplies  under  this 
program  have  been  re-loaned  to  these  countries  for  expansion 
of  trade  and  economic  development.  Another  fourth  has  been 
earmarked  for  payment  of  United  States  obligations  abroad. 
Approximately  one-seventh  has  gone  for  military  equipment 
and  facilities.  The  United  States  educational  exchange  program 
has  received  only  a  tiny  fraction — $10.8  million,  up  to  a 
year  ago. 

Time  to  Change  Agricultural  Policy 

AN  EDITORIAL 

The  story  just  related  is  one  of  the  brightest  aspects  of  our 
foreign  policy.  But  relief,  no  matter  how  generous,  or  how 
well  or  humbly  administered,  is  not  a  satisfactory  substitute 
for  a  world  where  men  and  women  produce  what  they  can  in 
goods  and  services  and  trade  for  what  they  need.  Nor  is  giving 
away  surpluses  an  adequate  answer  for  a  world  in  which  more 
than  half  the  people  need  a  balanced  and  more  abundant  diet. 

In  fact,  donation  programs  are  only  a  step  in  helping  people 
help  themselves;  they  are  not  a  satisfactory  program  alone. 

Thus  it  is  time  that  the  United  States  surplus  disposal  program 
— which  is  up  for  renewal  this  year — be  converted  to  a  longer 
time  basis,  to  contribute  as  much  as  possible  to  world  wide 
economic  development,  elimination  of  dietary  deficiencies  and 
relaxation  of  international  tensions. 

Just  suppose  the  United  States  were  as  much  interested  in 
feeding  as  in  arming  people.  And  suppose  that  for  the  next 
five  years  American  farm  technology  could  produce,  say  S3  to 
S5  billion  worth  of  food  and  fibre  a  year  over  and  above  what 
can  be  consumed  at  home  or  sold  abroad.  And  suppose  the 
Inited  States  were  to  join  with  Canada  and  Australia — under 
the  guidance  of  the  United  Nations  Food  and  Agriculture  Or¬ 
ganization  and  of  the  United  Nations  Technical  Assistance 
Board — to  see  how  much  of  their  currently  unused  agricul¬ 
tural  production  could  he  channeled  into  economic  develop¬ 
ment  in  countries  like  India  or  into  intelligently  planned  relief 
supplies  for  needy  countries.  India  has  asked  for  $1.4  billion 
in  capital  to  help  meet  her  economic  development  goals.  Some 
aid  in  the  form  of  agricultural  products  is  already  under  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  United  States,  but  more  could  be  utilized. 
In  addition,  India  will  need  foreign  currency  to  buy  supplies 
for  her  industrialization  program. 

If  the  full  achievement  of  such  a  broad  agricultural  policy  is 
impossible  at  present.  Congress  should,  as  a  minimum,  make 
a  number  of  changes  in  P.L.  480.  The  law  should  he  made 
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permanent,  or  at  least  extended  for  five  years,  so  that  longer 
time  planning  and  financing  can  be  undertaken. 

Use  of  surpluses  for  economic  development  should  be  stressed. 
The  donation  program  should  be  expanded.  I  niversitv  stu¬ 
dents,  who  are  now'  ineligible,  for  aid,  should  be  included  be¬ 
cause  they  are  the  potential  leaders  of  tomorrow,  and  mav  be 
among  the  most  needy. 

Section  304,  which  restricts  the  sale  or  transfer  of  commodities 
to  unfriendly  nations,  should  be  deleted.  One  of  the  Christian 
injunctions  in  dealing  with  “enemies”  is  to  “feed  them.”  If 
there  is  famine  or  great  need  in  countries  like  Soviet  Russia  or 
Communist  China,  neither  the  President  nor  voluntary  agencies 
should  be  prohibited  from  exploring  means  to  respond  to  such 
disasters,  if  satisfactory  ways  can  be  found  for  distribution. 

Provisions  for  sales  for  foreign  currencies  should  be  mon*  care¬ 
fully  delineated  and  administered  so  as  to  prevent  “dumping” 
which  is  contrary  to  our  foreign  trade  policy.  Some  of  the 
counterpart  funds  built  up  from  such  sales  should  be  allocated 
for  self-help  projects  within  the  country  involverl,  and  more 
funds  should  be  devoted  to  exchange  of  persons. 

The  haphazard  policy  of  di.stributing  supplies  if  and  when 
available  should  be  changed.  The  Department  of  Agriculture 
should  be  authorized  to  inaugurate,  in  so  far  as  the  vagaries 
of  ..weather  will  permit,  a  carefully  planned  and  administered 
program  of  supplementing  diets. 

How  high  a  degree  of  social  responsibility  in  agriculture  could 
be  developed  in  our  country  with  its  religious  tradition  of 
sharing  with  those  less  fortunate  of  God’s  children?  Could  we 
truly  pray  and  mean  the  petition  in  the  Lord’s  prayer,  “Give 
us  this  day  our  daily  bread?  ’ 
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“COLD  WAR” — Continued  from  pa^e  7 
The  Committee  proposes;  1)  Immediate  cessation  of  nuclear 
tests  hy  all  countries  through  an  I’nited  Nations  agreement. 
2)  International  control  of  missiles  and  outer-space  satellites 
through  the  I'nited  Nations.  3)  The  support  and  reinforcement 
of  all  agencies  concerned  with  upholding  and  strengthening  the 
I  nited  Nations  as  an  instrument  of  effective  world  law. 

Norman  Cousins,  Editor  of  the  Saturday  Review  and  Clarence 
Pickett.  Executive  Secretary  emeritus  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  are  co-chairmen  of  this  new  Committee.  The 
Executive  Secretary,  Trevor  Thomas,  is  on  leave  from  the 
Northern  (California  office  of  the  Friends  Committee  on  Legis¬ 
lation. 


FOREIGN  ASPECTS  OF  U.  S.  NATIONAL 
SECURITY 

The  religious  and  political  leadership  of  the  United  States  has 
just  provided  all  Americans  with  an  example  of  cooperation  on 
a  matter  of  vital  importance — foreign  aid.  Congress  is  in  the 
mood  to  allocate  fewer  dollars  for  foreign  aid  this  year,  and 
the  Executive  Branch  is  trying  to  generate  public  support  for 
a  more  adequate  program. 

The  technique  chosen  was  a  one-day  Washington  Conference 
on  Eehruary  2.3  for  <listinguished  private  citizens  and  leaders 
of  national  organizations  on  “The  Foreign  Aspects  of  LLS. 
National  Security.”  An  unusual  combination  of  speakers  in¬ 
cluded  John  Foster  Dulles  and  Dean  Acheson.  Adlai  E.  Steven¬ 
son  and  Richard  M.  Nixon,  llarrv  S.  Truman  and  Dwight  I). 
Eiseniniwer.  the  Rev.  Edwin  T.  Dahlherg,  Bishop  Fulton  J. 
Sheen  and  Rahhi  Theodore  L.  Adams. 

This  one-dav  White  House  Cotiference  was  followed  hv  the  Fifth 
National  (Conference  on  International  Economic  and  Social 
Development  arranged  hy  organizations  in  the  Point  Four 
Information  Service.  FCNL  has  participated  vigorously  in  this 
Service  since  its  inception  soon  after  President  Truman’s 
original  proposal. 


CHRISTIAN  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR 
SOCIAL  ACTION 

About  a  year  ago  two  local  school  administrators  told  W’ash- 
ington  churchmen  that  present  day  Protestant  churches  consider 
humanitarian  concerns  a  secondarv  responsibility  and  concen¬ 
trate  instead  upon  producing  theological  rationalizations  and 
assuaging  the  consciences  of  their  memberships. 

These  educators  said  that  churchmen  have  given  them  per¬ 
sonally  very  little  assistance  in  working  out  the  problems*  of 
desegregation  and  integration.  They  emphasized  that  such 
issues  place  heavy  burdens  upon  educators,  burdens  which  are 
difficult  to  carry  alone.  * 

The  memory  of  this  accusation  has  remained,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  present  an  offsetting  exampje. 

During  the  last  Congressional  session  the  House  Foreign  Affairs 
Committee  solicited  religious  analysis  of  the  United  States 
foreign  aid  program.  Many  of  the  leading  national  religious 
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groups  testified  in  favor  of  a  constructive  program,  inclu<lin" 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  the  Synagogue  Council  of 
America,  the  National  Catholic  Rural  Life  Conference  and  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Church. 


A 


The  National  Council  said,  “The  churches  have  both  practical 
and  moral  concerns,  and  both  practical  and  moral  compe¬ 
tence  to  speak  and  to  take  appropriate  actions  for  constructive 
foreign  aid.”  since  they  have  had  their  own  foreign  aid  pro¬ 
gram  for  more  than  100  years.  “In  mission  work,  they  pio¬ 
neered  in  technical  assistance  and  economic  aid,  in  programs 
of  education,  literacy,  literature,  medicine  and  public  health, 
agriculture,  industry,  mass  communications,  and  training  of 
leadership  in  many  fields.” 
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HALLS  OF  CONGRESS 


There  are  a  number  of  ways  to  make  one’s  views  known  to 
Congressmen. 

Recently  a  concerned  California  citizen  with  four  hours  to 
“kill”  before  flight  time  wandered  through  the  legislative  halls 
and  noticed  many  familiar  names  on  doorways.  He  decided 
to  stop  and  leave  his  personal  greeting  at  some  offices.  He 
visited  21  offices,  saw  one  Senator,  three  Representatives  and 
numerous  legislative  assistants — who  are  very  vital  links  in  the 
legislative  chain.  He  always  tried  to  express  appreciation  for 
some  particular  action  by  each  Congressman.  He  also  urged 
initiation  of  a  balanced  education  program  and  examination 
of  alternatives  to  tbe  armaments  race. 

Informal  discussions  among  Congressmen  themselves  can  he 
stimulated  by  outside  organizations.  For  example.  FCNL  has 
invited  a  Democratic  Senator  and  a  Republican  Senator  to 
serve  as  hosts  at  a  luncheon  for  members  of  the  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  Committee  and  the  Disarmament  Subcommittee. 
Special  guest  at  this  off-the-record  luncheon  will  be  James  P. 
Warburg  who  has  been  a  strong  advocate  of  the  idea  of  mutual 
withdrawal  of  troops  or  disengagement  as  a  possible  step  toward 
a  disarmament  agreement. 


RUMORS  IN  THE  WIND 

There  is  still  a  great  deal  of  speculation  around  Washington 
as  to  the  “ifs”  and  “whens”  of  a  Summit  Meeting.  August  or 
September  is  being  suggested  as  a  possible  date.  Some  think 
the  meeting  should  be  held  in  Sweden  or  India;  others  have 
suggested  the  United  Nations.  Geneva  is  the  probable  location. 
Who  will  be  included  is  still  in  question.  Some  sav  the  United 
States  is  willing  to  expand  the  meeting  to  include  India,  hut 
not  Poland  and  Czechoslovakia  as  suggested  by  former  dis¬ 
armament  negotiator  Harold  E.  Stassen. 

Now  that  Harold  Stassen  has  actually  resigned  as  President 
Eisenhower’s  disarmament  aide  and  many  of  his  staff  have 
accepted  positions  in  other  agencies  there  is  some  fear  that 
disarmament  issues  and  problems  will  be  submerged  in 
“paper  shuffling.”  If  this  is  true,  now  is  the  time  for  the 
voice  of  the  people  to  be  heard  in  support  of  a  more  vigorous 
program. 
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aid  and  trade  bills  start  through  legislative  mill 


There  is  a  very  real  possibility  that  both  the  nori’military  foreign  aid  and  the  reciprocal  trade  programs  will 
be  seriously  curtailed  by  Congress  this  year.  To  help  continue  these  most  constructive  programs  write  your  views 
to  your  two  Senators  and  your  Congressman  now.  Address:  W^ashington  25,  D.  C. 


PRESIDENT  SUBMITS  AID  REQUESTS 

On  February  19  President  Eisenhower  sent  to  Congress  his  for¬ 
eign  aid  program.  He  asked  for  S3.942  billion.  Last  year  he 
asked  for  S3.864  billion,  and  Congress  cut  it  sharply  to  $2.7 
billion.  This  year  he  is  requesting: 

•  'S1.8  billion  for  military  assistance; 

#  S83.5  million  for  “defense  support,”  to  12  countries  to 
enable  them  to  contribute  to  the  military  effort.  South 
Korea.  Nationalist  China,  Viet  Nam  and  Turkey  would 
receive  about  70 /<  of  this  sum; 

•  8212  million  for  special  assistance — a  catch-all  category 
for  both  military  and  non-military  programs; 

*  $200  million  for  unforeseen  contingencies; 


•  S62.5  million  in  capital  for  the  new  Development  Loan  Fund 
— the  amount  authorized  in  last  year’s  legislation.  The 
[’resident  said  the  Development  Loan  Fund  has  already  re¬ 
ceived  applications  totalling  well  over  $1  billion. 

•  $106.6  million  for  a  varietv  of  programs  including  L^NICEF, 
United  Nations  Refugee  Fund,  ocean  freight  on  items 
shipped  by  voluntary  agencies,  and  others; 

•  $142  million  for  the  United  States  technical  assistance  pro¬ 
gram  and  $1.5  million  for  technical  assistance  under  the 
Organization  of  American  States; 

•  820  million  for  the  United  Nations  Expanded  Technical 
Assistance  Program  and  the  new  special  projects  fund.  Last 
year  Congress  approved  $15.5  million  for  UNETAP.  The 
special  projects  fund  was  created  during  the  past  General 
Assembly  and  looks  forward  ultimately  to  a  $100  million 
program.  The  $20  million  request  seems  to  indicate  the 
Administration  does  not  believe  the  special  projects  fund 
will  expand  rapidly. 

FC.NL  continues  to  support  the  non-military  items  and  oppose 

the  military  items  in  the  foreign  aid  program. 


President  Stresses  Military  Aspects 

The  President  in  his  message  continually  stressed  the  military 
aspects  of  the  program  and  its  role  in  the  cold  war.  Little  was 
said  about  its  necessity  as  a  matter  of  enlightened  self-interest 
even  if  Communism  never  existed.  Nothing  was  said  about  the 
humanitarian  need  to  help  others  help  themselves.  The  Wash- 
inglon  Post  editorialized  on  February  20:  “The  Administration 
needs  to  take  care,  therefore,  in  putting  an  anti-Communist  and 
laj-gely  military  label  on  the  entire  Mutual  Security  Program 
in  order  to  get  the  appropriations,  that  it  does  not  cripple  the 
program’s  usefulness.  The  emphasis  ought  to  be  a  more  positive 
one,  stated  in  terms  of  economic  and  social  benefits  to  be  won 
and  shared  by  all  parties  to  the  program.” 

Senator  A.  S.  Mike  Monronev  of  Oklahoma  on  the  Senate  floor 


on  February  24  urged  creation  of  an  International  Develop¬ 
ment  Association  to  make  long  term,  low  interest  loans  to 
under-developed  nations.  He  proposed  an  initial  capitalization 
of  $1  billion,  $300  million  of  which  would  be  supplied  by  the 
L  nited  States.  The  emphasis  on  a  multilateral  program  is  an 
important  step  in  taking  aid  out  of  the  cold  war  and  basing  it 
on  economic  rather  than  political  considerations.  It  moves  in 
the  direction  of  a  really  adequate  L’nited  Nations  economic 
development  fund. 

HEARINGS  BEGIN  ON  RECIPROCAL 
TRADE  BILLS 

The  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  began  hearings  on 
February  17  on  the  bills  to  extend  the  reciprocal  trade  j)rogram 
for  five  years.  Administration  witnesses  including  the  heads  of 
State.  Commerce,  Agriculture,  Labor  and  Defense  supported  the 
legislation.  Manufacturers,  industry,  farm,  labor  and  public 
interest  groups  will  be  heard  during  the  hearings  which  are 
expected  to  last  at  least  four  weeks.  Emile  Benoit  of  the  Grad¬ 
uate  School  of  Business  of  Columbia  I  niversity  is  expected  to 
testify  for  the  F'CNL  on  March  7.  Copies  of  his  testimony  will 
be  sent  upon  request. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Sinclair  Weeks  pointed  out  that 
American  businessmen  and  workers  have  a  considerable  stake 
in  continuing  the  Reciprocal  Trade  Program.  Last  year  nearly 
$20  billion  in  manufactured  products,  raw  materials  and  food¬ 
stuffs  were  exported.  F^xports  of  goods  and  services  represents 
about  6'7  of  this5iation’s  output.  About  4’  o  million  workers 
or  7'7  of  the  American  working  force  derives  its  livelihood 
from  foreign  trade. 

Imports  of  manufactured  products,  raw  materials  and  foo<lstuffs 
amounted  to  approximatelv  $13  billion  in  19.57.  The  dollar 
shortage  abroad  limits  the  amount  of  goods  other  nations  can 
])urchase  here. 

Senator  Paul  [1.  Douglas  of  Illinois,  in  a  floor  speech  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  3,  strongly  supported  extension  of  the  Act  citing,  among 
others,  these  factors:  It  is  important  especially  at  a  time  when 
a  common  market  and  a  free  trade  area  are  being  established 
i»i  Western  Europe.  The  opening  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway- 
project  will  create  new  trade  oppf)rtunities  for  inland  cities. 
Failure  to  renew  might  deepen  a  recession  in  the  export  trade. 

ITEMS  IN  BRIEF 

Senate  Space  Committee.  The  Senate  on  February  6  cre¬ 
ated  a  blue-ribbon  13-man  Spe¬ 
cial  Committee  on  Astronautics  and  Space  Exploration  composed 
of  members  from  six  standing  committees.  The  group  was 
charged  to  report  by  June  1,  1958  or  the  earliest  date  thereafter 
on  a  comprehensive  plan  for  supervision  of  United  States  space 
efforts.  A  major  issue  will  be  whether  the  military  or  a  sep¬ 
arate  civilian  agency  will  have  specific  responsibility  for  United 
States  space  efforts. 
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Members  of  the  Committee  are  LynHon  B.  Johnson,  Chairman; 
Stuart  Symington,  Mo.;  Styles  Bridges.  N.  H.;  Theodore  Fran¬ 
cis  Green,  K.  I.;  Alexander  Wiley,  Wis. ;  Richard  B.  Russell, 
Ga.;  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Mass.;  Warren  G.  Magnuson,  Wash.; 
John  W.  Bricker,  Ohio;  John  L.  McClellan,  Ark.;  Karl  E. 
Mundt,  S.  D.;  Clinton  P.  Anderson,  N.  Mex.;  and  Bourke  B. 
Hickenlooper,  la. 

The  House  is  moving  ahead  with  plans  to  create  its  own  space 
committee  patterned  on  the  Senate  model. 

Civil  Rights.  On  February  10,  1.5  Senators  introduced  a 
broad  bi-partisan  civil  rights  bill,  S.  3257. 
Among  other  things  the  bill  would  authorize  (1)  the  Attorney 
General  to  institute  civil  action  on  behalf  of  persons  denied 
e(jual  protection  of  the  laws  and  (2|  the  Secretary  of  Health, 
F^ducation  and  Welfare  to  help  local  governments  overcome 
desegregation  problems.  The  Secretary  is  authorized  to  extend 
technical  assistance — at  a  cost  of  S2.5  million  a  year  for  .5 
years — to  the  communities,  and  to  make  grants — up  to  $40 
million  a  year  for  5  years — -for  the  construction  of  school 
facilities,  teachers’  training  and  other  educational  measures 
needed  to  eliminate  segregation.  The  bill’s  sponsors  are  Sen¬ 
ators  Paul  H.  Douglas,  111.;  Hubert  H.  Humphrey,  Minn.; 
Irving  M.  Ives,  N.  Y.;  Thomas  C.  Hennings,  Jr.,  Mo.;  Clifford 
P.  Case,  N.  J.;  Wayne  Morse,  Ore.;  Gordon  Allott,  Colo.; 
Richard  L.  Neuberger,  Ore.;  Everett  M.  Dirksen,  111.;  Pat  Mc¬ 
Namara,  Mich.;  Jacob  K.  Javits,  N.  Y.;  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Pa.; 
John  O.  Pastore,  R.  1.;  J.  Glenn  Beall,  Md.;  and  John  A. 
Carroll,  Colo. 

Humane  Slaughter.  On  February  4  the  Ffouse  approved 
by  voice  vote  a  bill,  H.  R.  8308,  to 
promote  humane  slaughter  of  livestock  as  a  national  policy. 
As  passed  it  directed  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  conduct 
research  and  designate  humane  methods  of  slaughter  by  July 
1.  1950,  authorized  the  .Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  establish  a 
12-man  advisory  committee  and,  effective  January  1,  1960, 
directed  the  Federal  Government  to  buy  meat  only  from  packers 
using  tbe  prescribed  methods.  The  bill  provides  that  nothing 
therein  shall  hinder  freedom  to  slaughter  livestock  in  conformity 
with  religious  practices.  The  bill  now  goes  to  the  Senate  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Forestry  Committee. 


FAITH  IN  PEOPLE  OR  FAITH  IN  ARMS?  ^ 

One  of  the  first  major  acts  of  the  present  session  of  Congress 
has  been  to  appropriate  $1.26  billion  for  increased  spending 
for  missiles  and  military  hardware.  This  is  a  supplement  to 
the  $35.3  billion  appropriated  for  the  Department  of  Defense 
last  year.  The  Administration  is  asking  for  $39.6  billion  for  ^ 
the  Department  of  Defense  this  coming  year. 

By  contrast,  non-military  programs  which  cost  only  a  small  j 
fraction  of  the  defense  budget  are  in  line  for  serious  cut-backs. 

Here  are  some  of  the  programs  which  the  Administration 
originally  supported  but  is  no  longer  recommending  for 
passage : 

1 

•  Federal  aid  to  school  construction.  The  newly  recommended 
Administration  program  which  is  geared  mainly  to  scholar-  f 
ships  calls  for  $224  million  for  fiscal  1959,  in  a  four-year 

$1  billion  program.  This  is  about  $100  million  a  year  less  ^ 
than  the  school  construction  program  which  the  Adminis-  ^ 
tration  pushed  last  year. 

•  Grants  to  States  to  train  teachers  of  mentally  retarded  " 

children;  cost,  $1.6  million.  ^ 

•  Grants  to  States  for  juvenile  delinquency;  cost,  $3  -  $6  ^ 

million. 

•  Construction  of  Indian  sanitation  facilities;  cost,  $5  -  S6  '' 

million,  an  Administration  program  which  FCNL  has  sup- 
ported  for  several  years.  ^ 

•  Grants  for  special  health  project  to  stimulate  new  programs  '' 

and  practices;  cost,  $3  million.  ® 

r 

•  Grants  for  child  life  studies;  cost.  $1  -  $7  million. 

1 

•  Upward  revision  of  child  welfare  grants  to  States;  cost,  c 

$2  million  in  fiscal  1959,  $3  million  thereafter.  I 

1 

•  Authorization  of  new  non-military  public  works.  ( 
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